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The International Society for Comparative Physical 
Education and Sport was founded in 1978 at the 
First International Seminar on Comparative Physical 
Education and Sport held at the Wingate Institute of 
Physical Education in Israel. Since then conferences 
have been held every two years: Halifax, Canada 
(1980); Minneapolis, USA (1982); Malente/Kiel, 
FRG (1984); Vancouver, Canada (1986); Hong 
Kong (1988); Bisham Abbey, Great Britain (1990); 
Houston, USA (1992); Prague, Czech Republic 
(1994); Tokyo, Japan (1996); Leuven, Belgium 
(1998); Sunshine Coast, Australia (2000); Windsor, 
Canada (2001); Manchester, England (2002); Lon-
don, Canada (2004); and Melbourne, Austalia 
(2006). Regional conferences of the Society were 
held in Maracay, Maturin and Rubio, Venezuela in 
October, 2005 and Varadero, Cuba in April 2007. 
The next ISCPES Conference will be held at the Uni-
versity of Macau, in the People’s Republic of China, 
and is scheduled for July 2008. 

 

Purpose 

The International Society for Comparative Physical Education 
and Sport is a research and educational organization. Its pur-
pose is to support, encourage and provide assistance to those 
seeking to initiate and strengthen research and teaching pro-
grams in comparative physical education and sport throughout 
the world. Specifically, ISCPES distributes research findings 
and information; supports and co-operates with local, national 
and international organizations having similar goals; organizes 
and arranges meetings bringing together people from around 
the world working in comparative physical education and sport 
and issues publications. The scope of the Society’s academic 
mandate is affected by member’s interests and research 
needs. Members are primarily drawn from all sub-disciplines of 
sport science with an interest in cross-cultural and international 
issues. 

The Society defines comparative study as investigation into 
and comparison of two or more units (countries, cultures, 
ideologies, regions, states, systems, institutions, populations). 
Most often this will involve different geographical settings. 
Examples of phenomena to be compared include: school 
systems including elements of physical education and sport 

models in a macro or micro context. Such phenomena are 
universal, but cross-culturally and cross nationally they differ in 
focus and substance. Comparative analyses involve those 
directing and initiating research which explore the suitability of 
new elements from other cultures for inclusion in their pro-
grams. Besides the comparative dimension, the Society pro-
motes the examination of issues related to studies of countries, 
education for internationalism and development assistance in 
its research and teaching dimensions. 

 

International Sport Studies 

International Sports Studies is the 
continuation of the Journal of Com-
parative Physical Education and 
Sport and has been relaunched in an 
expanded, more attractive format with 
an exciting new editorial team headed 
by editor Dr. Scott Martyn. High quality 
research papers will continue to be 
published as well as reviews of books, 
videos and computer-based re-
sources. International Sports Stud-
ies is concerned with research and 
scholarship in the social sciences that 
focuses upon international studies of physical education and 
sport. The Journal is a useful addition to any collection dealing 
with the social scientific study of sport. For a guide to contribu-
tors, please see the section overleaf. 

 

Other ISCPES Publications 

In addition to the journal and regular newsletters, ISCPES has 
teamed with the Spon Press to produce a book series dealing 
with sport and physical education in different countries and in 
different contexts. The first of these, Sport in China, edited by 
J. Riordan and R. Jones was published in 1999. Other volumes 
include: Women and Sport and Adapted Physical Educa-
tion. 

ISCPES also regularly produces conference proceedings from 
its biennial conferences. The most recent of these is J. Tolle-
neer & R. Renson (eds) (2000) Old Borders, New Borders, 
No Borders: Sport and Physical eEucation in a Period of 
Change. Aachen: Meyer & Meyer. 

 

 

Guidelines for Authors 

International Sports Studies is concerned with research and 
scholarship in the social sciences that focuses upon compara-
tive and international study in physical education and sport. 
‘Comparative’ may refer to research and scholarship in which 
some comparison is made across different continents, coun-
tries, regions, or cultures. ‘International’ refers to research that 
places work in an cross-national or global context. Submissions 
are invited from social science and humanities disciplines in-
cluding sports history, geography, pedagogy, philosophy, mar-
keting and management, and sociology of sport. Prospective 
contributors are encouraged to contact the editor to discuss 
their ideas. 

All work submitted should be original, unpublished work, not 
under consideration elsewhere. All submissions undergo a 
thorough blind peer-review process. Accepted papers become 
copyright of the journal. Authors should submit four copies of 
their paper and keep a copy for their records. Text should be 
double-spaced, typed on one side of letter size paper with num-
bered pages. Papers should be in English, 4000-6000 words 
and include an abstract (on a separate sheet) of 150-250 words. 
Any artwork must be professionally done and camera-ready; 
freehand or typewritten lettering will not be accepted. Tables 
and/or figures should be kept to a minimum, but where neces-
sary should appear on separate pages, and a note included in 
the text to indicate the appropriate position. Papers with several 
tables may have them placed at the end of the published paper. 
Figures and tables must be in finished form (saved as a .jpg or 
.tif file), suitable for reproduction. Colour illustrations are not 
support at this time. All tables and figures must be original, or 
the permission to reuse copyrighted materials must have been 
obtained prior to submission. Endnotes should be limited where 
possible and grouped together on a separate sheet. Authors 
who have papers accepted will be asked to submit a final copy 
electronically via file attachment. American or British English is 
acceptable, but consistency should be maintained throughout. 

To assist in the blind review process, contributors should submit 
a cover sheet with each copy of the manuscript detailing the title 
of the paper; authors’ name(s) and institutional affiliation(s); full 
mailing address for correspondence, including telephone, fax 
and e-mail; along with the date of submission. The initial page of 
the manuscript should contain only the title of the paper. Subse-
quent pages should include the main body of text, endnotes, 
figures, tables, figure captions, and acknowledgments. 

International Sports Studies shall use endnotes as its form of 
referencing.  Authors must prepare endnotes by following the 
American Psychological Association format (see APA Publica-
tion Manual, 2001). Historical papers may use endnotes that 
conform to The Chicago Manual of Style, 15th Edition. 

About the Society Membership Groups 

Graduated Membership Fee System 

ISCPES has adopted a graduated annual membership fee 
system based on the economic status of the nation: Group A–
USD $40.00; Group B–US $30.00; and Group C–US $20.00. 

Countries in Group A : American Samoa, Andorra, Argentina, 
Aruba, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Bel-
gium, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, Cyprus, Denmark, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Guam, Hong Kong, Ice-
land, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Korea (South), Kuwait, Liech-
tenstein, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, Netherlands Antilles, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Puerto Rico, Qatar, San 
Marino, Singapore, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, 
United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United States of Amer-
ica, U.S. Virgin Islands. 

Countries in Group B : Antigua & Barbuda, Bermuda, Brazil, 
British Virgin Island, Cayman Islands, China, Cook Islands, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Czech Republic, Fiji, Gabon, 
Hungary, Libya, Malaysia, Mauritus, Mexico, Nauru, Oman, 
Palau, Panama, Poland, Portugal, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saudi 
Arabia, Seychelles, Slovakia, South Africa, Trinidad & Tobago, 
Turkey, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

Countries in Group C : Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belize, Benin, 
Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Botswana, Bulgaria, 
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Cape Verde, 
Central Africa Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo (Democratic 
Republic of), Congo (Republic of the), Cuba, Djibouti, Domin-
ica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equato-
rial Guinea, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Gambia, Georgia, 
Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guy-
ana, Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ivory Coast, 
Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Korea (North), 
Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Lithua-
nia, Macedonia, Madagascar, Malawi, Maldives, Mali, Marshall 
Islands, Mauritania, Micronesia, Moldova, Mongolia, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Myanmar (Union of Burma), Namibia, Nepal, 
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Palestine, Papua New 
Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Romania, Russia, 
Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent & The Grenadines, Sa-
moa, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Slove-
nia, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, 
Swaziland, Syria, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Thailand, Togo, Tonga, 
Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, Uganda, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, 
Vanuatu, Vietnam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 


